From: Cooley, Hilary

To: Delia, Jesse; Swanson, Christopher; Fisher, Sandi
Subject: Fw: checking in

Date: Monday, March 29, 2021 2:37:27 PM
Attachments: Grizzly 5yr - Hogan Remarks.docx

Outreach docs below (not sure if there are more up to date docs in another location).
Also attached talking points for Matt on Wed. After the call this morning, | think there will be
more tweaking.

From: Szuszwalak, Joseph A <joseph_szuszwalak@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 5:05 PM

To: Cooley, Hilary <hilary_cooley@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: checking in

Of course:

° OP_Grizzly Syear_2.22.21.docx

° NR_Grizzly S5year 2.22.21.docx

° IfAskedQA_Grizzly Syear 2.26.21.docx
Jodi and Matt just reached out about including a Q&A about Cabinet Yak Uplisting due to
something that was asked by Gary Frazier in HQ - this is the first I've heard of that and am
waiting to connect with Jodi further.

Joe Szuszwalak
Public Affairs Specialist
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service | Interior Regions 5 & 7

joseph_szuszwalak@fws.gov | 303-236-4336
He/Him/His

From: Cooley, Hilary <hilary_cooley@fws.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 5:02 PM

To: Szuszwalak, Joseph A <joseph_szuszwalak@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: checking in

Thanks Joe. | haven't seen the final Comms Plan for 5-year review. Do you have and can you
send please?

Thanks!

From: Szuszwalak, Joseph A <joseph_szuszwalak@fws.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 5:00 PM

To: Cooley, Hilary <hilary_cooley@fws.gov>; Fortin-Noreus, Jennifer K <jennifer_fortin-
noreus@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: checking in

Just an update - it's cleared ES and EA, now waiting on the RDs office. I'm guessing they are
held up on the 5-year review, if anyone speaks with Matt feel free to put a bug in his ear about
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OPENING REMARKS 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Deputy Regional Director Matt Hogan



Congressional Staff Briefing Call  

5-year Status Review of the Grizzly Bear in the Lower 48 States



Wednesday, March 13, 2021, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. MT (est)



Note –At the beginning, you will be introduced by Alyssa Hausman.



Remarks



· Good morning everyone and good afternoon to those of you in DC.

· I want to thank you all for joining the Fish and Wildlife Service on this call today and for your interest in the conservation of grizzly bears in the American West.

· As Alyssa said, I’m Matt Hogan and I am the Deputy Regional Director for the Service’s Mountain-Prairie Region, based in Colorado. 

· I have had opportunity to work with a wide range of stakeholders on issues related to grizzly bear management, including sitting down with ranchers experiencing conflicts with livestock, engaging with Tribal partners on the sacred role of the bear in their cultures, and working with States and other partners as a member of the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee.

· We’re here to discuss the Fish and Wildlife Service’s status review of the grizzly bear in the lower 48 states. 

· The Endangered Species Act directs the Service to regularly review the status of listed species. This review of the grizzly bear is informed by a peer-reviewed species status assessment, which includes the best available scientific information. The assessment evaluated the species’ current needs, conditions and threats, and modeled future scenarios. This process included significant involvement and contribution from scientific experts and partners at federal, state and Tribal agencies.  

· Today’s status review for the grizzly bear includes a recommendation of no change to the current threatened listing status of the grizzly bear in the lower 48 states.

· The ESA indicates that a status review must evaluate the status of a species as it is currently listed under the ESA. The grizzly bear is listed as threatened as a single entity in the lower 48 states. As such, the status review and recommendation are for the lower 48 population as a whole and not individual recovery zones.  

· We have made tremendous progress in recovering the grizzly bear since it was first protected in 1975. 

· However, considerable challenges remain to fully recovering grizzlies in the lower 48 states. 

· These remaining challenges include limited habitat connectivity, motorized access management, human-caused mortality, and uncertainty surrounding future conservation efforts in some ecosystems. 

· Partnerships with local, state, Tribal, and federal agencies have been integral to  successful efforts to conserve grizzly bears to date. These partnerships will continue to be important in addressing challenges to fully recovering the species.

· The Fish and Wildlife Service is committed to the recovery of the grizzly bear, and to engaging with all stakeholders to find collaborative solutions to the challenges we face when managing a large predator.

· I hope to continue this conversation with you all as the Service considers any future steps related to grizzly management. 

· With that, I welcome any questions you may have and will turn it back to Alyssa to help facilitate.
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moving the safety release as well

Joe Szuszwalak
Public Affairs Specialist
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service | Interior Regions 5 & 7

joseph_szuszwalak@fws.gov | 303-236-4336
He/Him/His

From: Cooley, Hilary <hilary_cooley@fws.gov>

Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 9:25 AM

To: Szuszwalak, Joseph A <joseph_szuszwalak@fws.gov>; Fortin-Noreus, Jennifer K <jennifer_fortin-
noreus@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: checking in

Thanks Joe.

I'm good with the changes

From: Szuszwalak, Joseph A <joseph_szuszwalak@fws.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 1:03 PM

To: Fortin-Noreus, Jennifer K <jennifer_fortin-noreus@fws.gov>; Cooley, Hilary
<hilary_cooley@fws.gov>

Subject: Re: checking in

Jen - | have the safety release moving in surname, | did make a couple edits based on feedback
from the states - | forget to pass that along to you and Hilary. I'm adding Hilary here for her FYI
as well - let me know ASAP if you all have any issues with the changes, it's not too late to make
tweaks (I send the cloud doc through surname so we can make tweaks as needed):

NR_Grizzly feeding hibernation 3.15.21.docx

Our website contact while Christina is out is David Yeargin - just make sure either myself or
Roya (or both) are CCd on any requests so we can track and make sure they get completed.

I'm following the safety release closely to ensure no hang-ups on approvals, I'm optimistic we
can get this out prior to the end of next week and have communicated the need for this to go
out ASAP to folks.

Thanks!

Joe Szuszwalak
Public Affairs Specialist
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service | Interior Regions 5 & 7

joseph_szuszwalak@fws.gov | 303-236-4336
He/Him/His

From: Fortin-Noreus, Jennifer K <jennifer_fortin-noreus@fws.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 12:05 PM
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To: Szuszwalak, Joseph A <joseph_szuszwalak@fws.gov>
Subject: checking in
HiJoe —
| know it’s been a busy week for you, unfortunately kind of seems like the new norm. Wanted to
check in with you on two things.
1. Did our press release for bears emerging from their dens make it into surname?
2. Who is the contact in HQ that | should be in touch with about our website while Christina is
gone?
Thanks!
Jennifer
Jennifer Fortin-Noreus
Grizzly Bear Recovery Program
US Fish and Wildlife Service
406-243-4994



